
• Live in university dormitory
• Eat in the university dining hall
• Laptop computers and digital cameras provided
• Interaction with newsmakers who speak at CJI
• Organized recreational activities on campus
• Talk with newspaper reporters, editors, photographers
• Interact with news makers who speak at CJI

Cool Stuff:

Hands-on Experience:
• Interviewing
• Writing stories in journalistic style
• News reporting
• Sports reporting
• Human interest story reporting
• Digital photography
• Opinion writing
• Poetry writing

616-222-1504
alan.blanchard@cornerstone.edu

www.cornerstone.edu/cornerstone-journalism-institute

Cornerstone University Journalism Institute
Journalism from a Christian Worldview • July 24-29, 2016

For students who will have completed
8th, 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th grade by / before July 2016

 — ask about our Adult track for 18-29 yr. olds —
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BY MICAH CRITTENDEN 

AND MASSIEL VALLADARES

CJI Times sta� writers

“I have lots of blind spots. 

I’m still
 learning,” said Russell 

Pulliam, associate editor of The 

Indianapolis Star, in an inter-

view at Cornerstone University
 

on July 22. Pulliam talked in 

front of Cornerstone Journalism
 

Institu
te students, s

haring about 

his fa
ith within the world of sec-

ular journalism
.

Pulliam sometimes finds 

it difficult to balance integrat-

ing his faith and writin
g what 

his readers 
will 

understand. 

“There is v
alue in discretion, or 

wisdom, as to when to identify 

with Christ,”
 said Pulliam, in the 

post in
terview. “We don’t have a 

common ground in the Bible.  I 

just have to accept that.”

It to
ok tim

e for Pulliam to 

overcome his fear of making 

his Christia
nity evident in his 

columns. In
 his 30s, it 

dawned 

upon him. “I came to realize 

over time, if the Bible’s true, 

it’s 
always true. That gave me 

more confidence to identify with 

Christ 
because society changes 

and it w
ill change again.”

He has more freedom when 

writin
g his opinion column.  He 

is allowed to choose his inter-

viewees for profiles. “I like to 

do profiles in my column when I 

can. I w
ant to illu

strate [people] 

whose faith is g
enuine.”

“I’m working on a profile 

of a guy I se
lected deliberately. 

He is a
 Christia

n man who just 

does a lot of good work in his 

area. He’s a candidate for high-

er office. I h
ave a viewpoint in 

that and I b
elieve he illu

strates 

the Bible which is w
hy I chose 

him.”
Pulliam striv

es to encour-

age truthful reporting. “There 

are people who do reporting and 

draw unscriptural conclusions 

from their reporting because 

they left out part of their st
ory. 

That’s what I’m trying to cor-

rect. If you do really good re-

porting, you will fi
nd Bible truth 

behind it.

Nevertheless, a
t tim

es, it i
s a 

challenge for Pulliam to remove 

personal bias from within his 

stories. “When you’re writin
g a 

good news sto
ry, I th

ink a good 

principle you get fro
m the Bible 

is tr
ying to be impartial. Force 

yourself to go liste
n to some-

body you disagree with.”

Pulliam also talked about 

society’s current dispositio
n and 

how it affected his w
ritin

g.

“Society’s really in a deep 

hole. Only Christ c
an come and 

rescue us. People read my stuff 

in the paper and they really see 

the world differently than I do. 

That doesn’t mean we have to 

shoot each other about it.”

“I pray for revival or spiri-

tual reformation,” he continued. 

“Lots of tim
es in history, people 

have come to Christ 
and bless-

ings have flowed into that soci-

ety. When God does a big work 

spiritu
ally, it’s 

really good so-

cially.”
Pulliam welcomes the chal-

lenge of writin
g in a secular en-

vironment. “When I’m
 walking 

in the spirit, 
and I’m

 at my best, 

I like the challenge,” he stated 

about his work at The India-

napolis S
tar. Pulliam also writes 

for “World Magazine” which he 

finds to be the most demanding. 

“Every word has to count, but 

it’s g
ood,” he said.

“I’m much more comfort-

able writin
g for ‘World Maga-

zine’,” he confessed. “I’m even 

more comfortable writin
g for 

‘Christia
n Renewal’.”

He concludes with his 

thoughts on writin
g well. “Writ-

ing for publications in which you 

need to fight your way in, that’s 

a really good discipline.”

In the future, Pulliam would 

like to experiment with histori-

cal writin
g. “I lik

e to write his-

tory the best.”

Pulliam shares faith, journalism

Russell Pulliam visits to discuss the importance of grammar. His expertise and advice ad-

vanced the entire experience of the lecture.
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CJI/Aleka Thrash

By CASSIE APPLETON

CJI Times sta� writer

From community-seeking 

gangbanger to pastor of a hip-

hop church, the life story of 

Troy Evans is u
nparalleled.  One 

man’s world flipped upside-

down as he came to terms with 

reality and made a decision that 

forever changed his lif
e, and the 

lives of many others.

Evans was born and raised 

in the inner-city of Grand Rap-

ids, where drugs and prostitu
-

tion were rampant.  H
is biologi-

cal father left Evans while he 

was very young.  Evans, now 

40 years old, has only seen his 

father nine tim
es throughout his 

entire life.  

The majority of Evans’ fa
m-

ily was involved in martial arts, 

and according to Evans, “we 

grew up fighting.”  

Evans dropped out of school 

at age 13.  He was currently at a 

second grade reading level, and 

had decided that he was dumb.  

He had a few teachers w
ho en-

couraged and loved him, but Ev-

ans wanted to live the easier life
 

on the stre
ets.

Evans soon began to hang 

out with the wrong crowd.  “The 

problem with choices is that 

they have a domino effect,” said 

Evans.  “People, places, and 

practices influence your life.”  

At age 15, Evans moved in with 

a group from Chicago.  They ini-

tiated him into their gang, “The 

Vicelords.”  By age 17, Evans 

had worked himself up the gang 

hierarchy and became the leader 

of over 70 members.   
T h e 

members of the gang did not 

care about whether people got 

hurt.  
Three of Evans’ brothers 

were shot.  T
he police began in-

vestigating the gang, and soon 

enough most of the gang were 

sentenced to 10-15 years in
 pris-

on.  Evans, however, only had to 

serve two.

Looking back, Evans admits 

that the decision to join the gang 

in the first p
lace was the worst 

choice he has ever made.  “Reg-

ular kids doing regular stu
ff can 

make one bad choice, and that 

leads to the next choice and the 

next choice.  Those choices can 

lead to horrible things,” said Ev-

ans. Evans escaped from the 

gang and ended up in Georgia.  

Evans made up his m
ind to “start 

making better decision, one at a 

time.”  Wanting to live a normal 

life, Evans started to do this.  

But people and places sta
rted to 

influence him in a toxic way.  

After experiencing home-

lessness in
 the back of a U-Haul 

truck in North Carolina, Ev-

ans finally decided to return to 

Michigan in 1995.  

Evans met his future wife 

in Detroit, who invited him to 

church.  At this point, Evans had 

“tried everything to satisfy
 him-

self,” but nothing was fulfilling.  

He agreed to try church, promis-

ing to stay faithful to God.   

He asked God to take his 

desire for alcohol and hurting 

people out of his heart, a
nd Ev-

ans vowed to commit to God 

forever.  A
s he would soon dis-

cover, dedication to God is t
he 

key to true transformation.

Evans became a pastor 

on the east side of Detroit.  “I 

stopped hanging with pigeons 

and started soaring with ea-

gles.” 
As gang violence was get-

ting worse in Grand Rapids, 

Evans decided to return as a 

missio
nary.  He started a church 

there, “The Edge,” which stands 

for evangelism
, discipleship, 

spiritu
al growth, and empower-

ment.  The walls covered in graf-

fiti, and people from all walks 

of life
 coming in each Saturday 

night, Evans shares the message 

of God with over 60,000 per 

year.
Hip-hop dancing and rock 

worship make “The Edge” one 

of the most unique Christia
n 

churches out there.  “I feel there 

are different churches for differ-

ent people, like there should be.  

There is a
 sub- culture of youth 

and young adults th
at are not be-

ing reached in their language.”  

“The Edge” is certainly reach-

Hip hop pastor, Troy Evans', expressive and unique form of teaching reaches out to high 

schoolers. He discusses the e�ects of poor choices during the 11th annual Cornerstone 

Journalism Institute Wednesday, July 24.
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Redemption
Irresponsible talk makes a real mess of things,

but a reliable reporter is a
 healing presence.

       
       

       
       

       
       

       
-- Proverbs 13:17
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A photo of Devin Upton, taken by Jaden Johnson.

SIMPLICITY: Dew drops on a summer morning captured by Morgan Kollen on July 22, 2013

A beautiful picture of the sky while at Cornerstone University Journalism Institute. 

Photographed by Taylor Bays.

The creative Brianna Bricker, enjoying one of her favorite past times on 7/22/2013, photographed 

by Toni Evans.

The Rock: A group of Cornerstone Journalism Institute kids painted the "Corner Stone" on July 23, 

2013. It now represents the year that they were here to enjoy the wonderful memories. Photos by 

Ashley Kissling.

Each student will have their work 
published in the CJI Times!

Russ Pulliam
Assoc. Editor, Indianapolis Star

CJI Instructor

Alan Blanchard,Ph.D.
Assoc. Professor Journalism

CJI Exec. Director

• Camp begins Sunday afternoon, ending Friday noon
• Male and female students are housed separately
  from one another
• Chaperones will accompany students at all times
• Each student will have stories, photos published in
  the print, online CJI newspapers

• Optional - students may elect to earn 1 hour of
  university credit for extra fee
• All meals, lodging and study materials included
• Enrollment is capped at 24 students, apply today

Other Important Stuff:


